io6 PARIS COULD HAVE BEEN DEFENDED
revolt against her leaders. Five million of her men were
mobilized prisoners of the French General Staff, and a
rigid censorship kept the public ignorant of the issues
involved. Any argument, however, about the degree
of rottenness of the French nation as a whole is academic.
There will probably be as many opinions as people
discussing the subject, for the whole situation remains
confused,, and the full facts of what happened have not
yet come to light. Only the future will show what was
the truth. But it can be shown, I consider, that those
who led France in her hour of trial bear nine-tenths of
the responsibility. The people did not realize in time
that these men were not fit to lead them to victory.
The Government kept on repeating that they would
hold out to the last. " Paris/' they said, "is in a state.
of defence/* and a few days later they declared it an
open town. " We will fight from North Africa if
necessary/' they proclaimed, and a short time after-
wards they asked for the German terms. "We' will
not" they said, "accept a dishonourable Armistice/5
and they gave Hitler a blank cheque. They were not
only unfit to lead, but they deceived the people. It is
the prosecutors at the Riom trial who should be in the
dock